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Athlete, Businessman Clem Daniels Recognized
All-star athlete, business-

man and community leader 
Clemon “Bo” Daniels, Jr. was 
honored for his rich-life, giv-
ing back to the community in 
a tribute Thursday, March 8 at 
the Oakland Marriott Hotel, 
550 10th St. in Oakland.

Born in Texas, Daniels 
honed his athletic skills at E.S. 
Doty High School in McKin-
ney, Tex. He was also an honor 
student and president of his se-
nior class. 

As a student at Prairie View 
A&M University, he was elect-
ed to Prairie View’s Hall of 
Fame, California Black Ath-
letic Hall of Fame, Texas Na-
tional Football Championship 

Clem Daniels

and was ranked among the top 
14 players in the 75-year histo-
ry of the Southwestern Athletic 

Conference.
After playing professional 

football for the Dallas Texans, 
Daniels was traded in 1961 to 
the Oakland Raiders where he 
played for seven years. He fin-
ished his football career as the 
All-Time leading rusher in the 
history of the American Foot-
ball League and was selected 
to the All Time All-AFL Team.

Daniels began his entrepre-
neurial career in 1967 when he 
opened Clem Daniels Liquors 
and later became a member of 
CAL-PAC, a statewide organi-
zation of African-Americans 
in the alcoholic beverage in-
dustry. 

Daniels became President 

of CAL-PAC, spearheading its  
Scholarship Fund that awarded 
over $1.5 million to Bay Area 
students.

He has been active in a wide 
range of community organi-
zations, including the State 
of California Youth Employ-
ment Task Force, Oakland 
Parks and Recreation Board of 
Commissioners, East Oakland 
Youth Development Center 
(EOYDC) Board, Boys and 
Girls Clubs Board of Direc-
tors, Oakland Police and Fire 
Department Retirement Board 
and NFL Caring for Kids Pro-
gram.

 

University Students Rally for Education in Sacramento 
Thousands of students, 

teachers and workers from 
across California rallied in 
Sacramento Monday to protest 
the rising cost of higher educa-
tion and call on lawmakers to 
increase funding for Califor-
nia’s public colleges and uni-
versities.

Speakers at a rally on the 
west steps of the Capitol called 
on state lawmakers to restore 
funding to California’s pub-
lic universities and colleges, 
blasting budget cuts to higher 
education and the cost of tu-
ition and fees at campuses 
throughout the state. 

Speakers argued that a de-
gree is a right that should be 
extended to students, regard-
less of family wealth. 

“Today we stand in solidar-
ity as students, as workers and 
as community members be-
cause we have had enough. We 
have had enough. UC regents 
have not heard our voices and 
it is time for our legislators to 
stand with us,” “ said Sydney 
Fang, a student senator at UC 
Berkeley.

also chanted, “You’ll hear us 
out or we’ll vote you out.” 

Steinberg said he under-
stood their anger. “You have 
the right to be mad,” he said. 
“Too many people are getting 
big tax breaks while the cost of 
higher education for you is go-
ing up.”

Police arrested at least 72 
protesters who had taken over 

the Rotunda of the state Capi-
tol. The Capitol closed at 6 
p.m., and the group was issued 
a dispersal order at 6:20 p.m. 

About an hour later, 150 
California Highway Patrol of-
ficers began to make arrests. 
Those arrested were taken to 
Sacramento’s city jail. Most of 
the 72 were arrested for tres-
passing and resisting arrest.

Women’s History 
Month at Chabot 

Space & 
Science Center

The public is invited 
to visit the “Out of this 
World” lab where record-
ed biographical inter-
views of Women pioneers 
from the early days of the 
space program will be 
shown from 11 a.m. to 5 
p.m., Saturday, March 17 
at the Chabot Space and 
Science Center, 10000 
Skyline Blvd. in Oak-
land.

“Rocket Girls and As-
tronettes” is narrated by 
astronaut Mae Jemison. 
Participate in online scav-
enger hunts about those 
who are featured in the 
videos. Play the Expedi-
tion to Mars board game, 
which features famous fe-
male astronauts.

For information call 
(510) 336-7300 or visit 
www.chabotspace.org/

As Senate President Pro Tem 
Darrell Steinberg spoke, he 
drew chants of “Show us! Show 
us!” from the crowd. Protesters  

Senate President Pro Tem 
Darrell Steinberg.

Recycling Workers Say 
They Are Getting Trashed 
When garbage and recy-

cling goes out to the curb, 
most of us do not think about 
what happens next. 

Hundreds of   Oakland 
waste workers want to change 
that by making the public 
more aware – and their em-
ployer more accountable - for 
the wages, benefits and work-
ing conditions in this very 
profitable – but often invis-
ible – industry.

A century ago the waste 
business was small business.  
But now waste and recy-
cling in Oakland and much of 
Alameda County is controlled 
by powerful corporations like 
Waste Management that are 
on the top of the Fortune 500.  

Last year, the company 
reported revenues of $12.5 
billion and profits of $953 
million.  CEO David Steiner 
collected $7 million in pay 
and benefits and enjoys a pri-
vate jet. 

But when it comes to paying 
the employees and respecting 
unions, executives at Waste 
Management are demanding 
pay cuts and benefit cuts from 
hundreds of employees, ac-
cording to the International 
Longshore and Warehouse 
Union (ILWU), which repre-
sents the workers.

 “Our work is hard and 
sometimes dangerous, but 
most people don’t even real-
ize what we do to take care 
of everyone’s trash and recy-
cling,” said Maria Sanchez, 
who works at Waste Manage-
ment’s recycling operation 

in San Leandro, a few blocks 
from the Oakland Airport.  

More than 100 ILWU 
members are responsible for 
sorting the recycled materi-
als that come from residents 
in Oakland, San Leandro and 
another half-dozen East Bay 
communities.  

Most recycling workers 
spend their shift standing in 
front of conveyor belts that 
move continuous loads of 
trash, glass, paper and plastic 
that must be sorted quickly 
and accurately.

“There’s usually lots of 
dust and dirt, sometimes even 
dead animals or poop,” says 
worker Victoria León. “We 
often cut our hands on sharp 
glass and metal – and some-
times there are even dirty hy-
podermic needles.”

 In addition to the cuts and 
infections, there’s damage 
from repetitive stress injuries 
and the risk of working around 

Continued on page 6

Victoria León

Protesters occupy the state Capitol Building, March 5  in Sac-
ramento.
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WARNING

For more information, please call:
1-800-523-3157

3-12

     Chemicals known to the State of California to cause cancer, birth defects 
or other reproductive harm are contained in crude oil, gasoline, diesel fuel 
and other petroleum products and byproducts.

     Chemicals known to the State of California to cause cancer, birth defects 
or other reproductive harm are also contained in and around oil fields, service 
stations, refineries, chemical plants, transport and storage operations, including 
pipelines, marine terminals and tank trucks, and other facilities and equipment 
that manufacture, produce, process, handle, distribute, transport, store, sell or 
otherwise transfer crude oil, gasoline, diesel fuel or other petroleum products 
or byproducts.

     The foregoing warning is provided pursuant to Proposition 65. This law 
requires the Governor of California to publish a list of chemicals “known to the 
State to cause cancer or reproductive toxicity." This list is compiled in accordance 
with a procedure established by the Proposition, and can be obtained from the 
California Environmental Protection Agency. Proposition 65 requires that clear 
and reasonable warnings be given to persons exposed to the listed chemicals in 
certain situations.

BP America Inc. and its subsidiaries
(and under the trademarks

ARCO and Castrol)

Chevron Corporation
its affiliates and subsidiaries

ConocoPhillips Company
including its divisions and subsidiaries

(and under the trademark 76)

Aera Energy LLC

Venoco Inc.

Exxon Mobil Corporation
its affiliates and subsidiaries

Shell Oil Products US

Tesoro Refining and Marketing Company
and its subsidiaries (and under the 

trademark USA Gasoline)

Valero

Ultramar

Beacon

SAVE A LIFE, SAVE A FAMILY, 
SAVE OUR COMMUNITY

“They save lives 
every day.  It’s that 
simple.  We are 
blessed to have such 
quality treatment 
right in our own 
backyard.”
-Barbara Lee, 
Congresswoman

NEW BRIDGE FOUNDATION 
Drug & Alcohol Treatment Since 1968 

“There’s a place in Berkeley I just think is 
incredible.  They are called New Bridge 
Foundation.  I hope you never need their 
services, but if you do, they’re the best.”

-Dr. Dean Edell,
Nationally Syndicated TV & Radio 
Medical Expert

www.newbridgefoundation.org 
800●785●2400 

New Jersey Rep. Donald Payne, 77
Donald M. Payne, who 

served 12 terms in the House 
of Representatives and was 
the first African American con-
gressman from New Jersey, 
died March 6 at a hospital in 
Livingston, N.J. He was 77 and 
had colon cancer.

Payne was elected chair of 
Congressional Black Caucus 
Foundation in 2010, but his re-
lationship with the foundation 
and its mission spanned almost 
two decades. He served as chair 
of the Congressional Black 
Caucus from 1995-1996, and 
was serving his second term on 
the foundation board upon his 
election to chair.

A former public school 
teacher in Newark and Passaic 
New Jersey, Payne recognized 
the value and impact of educa-
tional opportunities. He often 
reminisced of how he worked 
his way through college and 

Donald M. Payne

wanted to provide opportuni-
ties so students could concen-
trate on academics and reduce 
some of the financial worry.

 Payne has served in Con-
gress since 1989. During his 
tenure, he became the ranking 
member on the Education and 
Workforce Committee to ad-

vocate on behalf of children, 
working families and senior 
citizens. 

As the highest-ranking 
Democrat on the Foreign Af-
fairs Subcommittee on Africa, 
Global Health, and Human 
Rights, Rep. Payne was an ear-
ly advocate on linking African-
Americans with the Diaspora. 

“Congress lost its best teach-
er on Africa,” said Congress-
woman Barbara Lee (D-Oak-
land) in a statement released 
by her office.  

She said she had worked 
with him on the global HIV/
AIDS pandemic and genocide 
in Darfur.  “His dedication to 
global health issues and Africa 
saved and improved the lives of 
many and inspired all of those 
around him,” she said.

“Don was also committed 
to the underserved in our so-

ciety, and I benefited greatly 
from his tremendous wisdom, 
insight and counsel,” she said. 
“As chair of the Congressio-
nal Black Caucus Foundation, 
Don was a leader on education 
issues and fiercely dedicated to 
building stronger communities 
for our children.”  

Most recently he led the 
foundation’s Fellows in the 
first international community 
service project to build homes 
in South Africa. 

Rep. Payne cared deeply 
about those he represented in 
Newark. He once said, “I want 
to be a Congressman to serve 
as a role model for the young 
people I talk to on the New-
ark street corners. I want them 
to see there are no barriers to 
achievement. I want to give 
them a reason to try.”

 

One-third of Students Attend 
Schools in Financial Jeopardy

State Superintendent of 
Public Instruction Tom Tor-
lakson is warning that the lat-
est review of school district 
budgets shows that one-third 
of public school students in 
California attend a district in 
financial jeopardy. 

Oakland Unified is one of 
the many districts with a quali-
fied certification, which means 
that its financial health is po-
tentially at risk. A handful of 
districts have a negative cer-
tification, which means that 
they are in serious danger of 
financial collapse.

The state’s First Interim Sta-
tus Report for fiscal year 2011-
12 indicates that 127 districts 
are either in negative or quali-
fied financial status, totaling 
17 more than at this point last 
year. Combined, nearly 2 mil-
lion students attend school in 
a district with serious financial 
challenges.

“The financial emergency 
facing our schools remains 
both wide and deep,” Tor-
lakson said. “The deep cuts 

State Superintendent of Pub-
lic Instruction Tom Torlak-
son.

made to school funding—and 
looming uncertainties about 
the future—are driving school 
districts to the brink of insol-
vency. Plain and simple, our 
schools need new revenues 
to get back on solid financial 
ground.”

The seven school districts 
that have negative certifica-
tions include Vallejo City Uni-
fied, Cotati-Rohnert Park Uni-

fied and Travis Unified in the 
greater Bay Area.

Among the 120 Districts 
with qualified certifications 
are Oakland Unified, Emery 
Unified, Hayward Unified, 
John Swett Unified, Mt. Dia-
blo Unified and Fairfield-Su-
isun Unified.

Troy Flint, spokesman for 
Oakland Unified, said  the 
qualified certification in Oak-
land’s case does not mean that 
the district is in bad financial 
shape.

“All that it means for us is 
that the county does not nave 
access to all the documents it 
would like to access in order 
to give a full evaluation of our 
financial status,” he said.

The issue, Flint said, is that 
when the district was under 
state control, it did not submit 
all the required paperwork, in-
cluding outside independent 
audits. But now the district has 
to submit the reports that were 
not done in those prior years. 

“This is the result of neg-
ligence during the state ad-

ministration,” he said. “It’s in 
progress now, but it will take a 
while to catch up to the present 
day.”

  A negative certification—
the most serious of the classi-
fications—is assigned when a 
district will be unable to meet 
its financial obligations for the 
remainder of the current year 
or for the subsequent fiscal 
year. This certification means 
the county office of education 
may intervene in the district’s 
finances.

A qualified certification 
is assigned when the district 
may not meet its financial ob-
ligations for the current or two 
subsequent fiscal years. This 
certification allows the county 
office of education to provide 
assistance to a district.

 A positive certification is 
assigned when the district will 
meet its financial obligations 
for the current and two subse-
quent fiscal years.

Town Hall on School
 Drop-out Crisis

In Oakland where only 
40 percent of current stu-
dents will graduate high 
school, KQED 88.5 FM 
and community partners 
are sponsoring a town hall 
meeting on the drop cri-
sis facing schools districts 
across the nation.

The Teacher Town Hall 
for educators who are on the 
front lines of this national 
and local issue takes place 
5 p.m., Tuesday, March 13 
at Laney College Theater, 
900 Fallon St. in Oakland.

 The three-hour event fea-
tures discussions, inspira-
tional speakers, a resource 
fair, as well as raffles and 
youth performances. Glynn 
Washington will host the 
event, which is free and 
open to the public. 

Registration is recom-

mended. Visit kqed.org/
americangraduate for more 
information about the event 
and to register. 

Selections from the 
Town Hall will be aired at 
8 p.m. Thursday, March 29 
on KQED 88.5 FM.

Glynn Washington

dangerous machinery.
More than two-thirds of 

the workers earn just $12.67 
an hour or less, and their 
opportunities for advance-
ment are few.  A majority of 
these workers are women, 
most are Spanish-speaking 
immigrants. The low wages 
mean many families live on 

Recycling Workers Say 
They Are Getting Trashed 

Continued from page 5 the edge of poverty, despite 
working full-time.

Companies like waste 
Management depend on win-
ning lucrative waste and recy-
cling concessions from cities 
like Oakland.  That puts the 
City Council in a good posi-
tion to hold these companies 
accountable for the services 
they provide and way em-

ployees are treated.
The ILWU is asking sup-

porters and interested mem-
bers of the public to go to 
Oakland City Council’s Pub-
lic Works Committee, which 
is scheduled to talk about 
waste and recycling contracts 
on Tuesday, March 27 at 
10:30 a.m.  

Workers at Waste Management protest cuts in wages and benefits.


